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Dr Johnson, the famous 18th century sage
who compiled the first English language
dictionary, observed rightly, "There is
nothing which has been contrived by Man which
produces so much Happiness as a good Tavern
or Inn".

Some fifteen hundred years before, St.
Benedict, founder of the Benedictine order of
monks, had much the same thought. He laid
down in his monastic Rule that hospitality to
travellers and strangers was one of the
obligations of the monastic life. All who
sought shelter and refreshment at their door
were to be received with warmth and respect
at Christ Himself.

Ye Olde Bell at Hurley has amply lived
up to these worthy traditions. It first
opened its door in 1135 A.D. as a guest house
for visitors to the nearby Benedictine priory
of Our Blessed Ladye, founded fifty years
before by the great Norman knight, Geoffrey
de Mandeville. He was High Sheriff of
Middlesex and Master of the Horse to William
the Congueror, having been William's minder
at the Battle of Hastings in 1066.
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