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lnk'rior lesiqner llse ('rautford has reskn'ed lhe slur'ltntvr of't*l Holtmuxt
to the ( )lde lJell inn in Berkshire, Enqktrul.

t , , ! " ,  t  ^ i  ! . h t h  I  t ! t ^  1 9 1



I . , ; :l: rrt 1,\.
, ::t::,., ..),::

I

!r.i.



)



- . ; :r_:. _t- _ _a: .





clrflNc DL\c( ro !h€ roos ofe buildins and $a) ofliG was rt the

core ofdesgncr I ke Cnsford and her company Studioihe\ approrch

to reluvenating rhe fist in a seder of iMs io EnSland s countrlside.
''h s"s sucb a beiutitul bunding, but conpletely derd. No-one

.ered lbout u, says Cnqford ofthe olde Be[, $hich Studioihe

\!as required to bnns bick to life, elons with a senes of other

traditroml English inns for l)hillo. HoteL.
''lnns have rivays been a tundlment l part ofEnghh life , wam,

welcoming home awey lionr home for nave e6 pasing th.ough,

providingrhcm wnh a qfe hrveD rndsomewherc to.c( their weary

Ger for rhe nighr," lhe qys. We vror.d to retum thet scnse of

ntu.l ro rhe Olde Bell, to make u orce again a place people could

sb.re lbc nnponani moments oflife in a reldrd, dighdy rough bur

homey envtonn,ent. To hake rt a plece thcl ltcl they belong to. '

Alier yea^ of Deglect, the ke-v $$ not onl-v to sdp the inn\

intedod b,ck to the ba.e bones ( $orking wth shats lhere bu!

no\ins ,t on a bit ) but also to bnns in e *holc neN ne$ork of

like-minded it2$ rnd supp1ie6. Dhilon Hotels .haimn TeJ

Dhillon s vnion wrs clelrr !o cre.te some$here rhit offe^ greai

seN,ce, thoush!tuI desisn, sa*4in8 food and relaxed suroundins.

So Studio sc ser our to link the .oncept ofr fiaditioD.l inn to the

soul ofthe burldrns. "An inn ir rlnost like its orvn little lillase, says

Crarford. People a.e lhat nrakr n lovelv, sd Ne $anied to restore

that sense oflifc\ c-vde into thc r'ry it tunctions.'

l-teinv, locally sour.ed food s ar the he]d of this ipproi.h.

Cdwrbrd b6 broughr in the expenise ofcbciRosic Syket (who hs

a book, l're (,r.1., Rru/lrio", out ths yerr) to crcatc a !e.r Endnh

meno of temnc\. ror*lunches 3nd indulgent puddms.'fiong,.g in

locd bAken, checsc monseF rDd \dokins hou'es rDkes the local\

feel a pan of lhe placc. And br using the rnn' large garde. [for
ingredienBl. n bccones r sellsustainug bodv, sals Ccs{ord.

Tbc lcn $nrlle{ atteDtion to deutl s Nhat provides the mrgr..
''Kers on lhe walls hrle beeD pLaced where pictLfes Jnd objcc6

Nere ibmerlv huns, says Studioilse desisner connne Qum.
''In*e&l ofdlling in the holes rve simpl.v hung o1<l ke-rs.' Much of

the tumiture, rcx.les and tible$a.e was specirry connisioned to

locrl \upptien \uch A High Wvcotrrbc b.red Ercol ($hich prolided

drc reit.uranls high-br.k seas ind ttetde ch.iE). I'lrtes lnring the

dnnil-roon wrlls arepnntedNth 'intrge imges teken fronr an old

Vntonin honrs"res catalogue !s $ell r\ medie!,l soodcut pnnts

of'r'rnriliaF (wtches, cs. hedsehops, owls) "we rhousht tbe-r

rre tuI of$onej. lcscD&. tales ofghosts and folk-lore.

Fro'n rhe l9+0s throlgh ro the 6(X. the Olde BeI $?s ihe

ghmorour oucofio*n halnt for "beautiaul people , r'hcre lhc

likcs oflrz Trltor rnd co *ould lake r spin in thcir cla$ic Q6 on

the seekcnd. It 5 hoped lhe inn r resored spint !s a pldce ibr reteat.

for converotion, for tun will bc rt the corr ofns \uc.es. Cra\rford

cnvsrscj Punch & Jud-r shorvr in the wild sardcn on loDg sunnner

aftemoons. A.d r nuDrber ofou6uildinF (includins a 16'" ccntur,l

Tudor bam and rnlt house) will be $cd for variou\ tunctions.
'Ln '  , ' r , . l r  s r  u rn t  r t  to  b (  r  DL.e  shep ,h rce  Fene, r , ion . . rn

rill r wnh life and largher, bu tot so oleBlhelDing tb3t guens

clni fird a quiet phce to retreat,-' she says, to restore the ,nn s

sensc ofhunutut) so that Do-one te.ls excludcd."
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